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Say NO to Arizona in Florida:
(Miami, June 2, 2010) – Immigrant-rich Florida cannot afford a law that will undermine public safety, encourage discrimination, divert needed resources from local law enforcement, and cripple agriculture, tourism and healthcare industries. These are among the ugly consequences Florida would face from an Arizona-style state immigration law. Arizona's governor, who is meeting with President Obama today, blames the federal government for Arizona's problems. But sensible immigration reform is the solution, not destructive laws.
“Driving immigrants further underground does nothing to fix our broken immigration system.  It only makes matters worse,” said Cheryl Little, executive director of the Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center. “In the absence of sensible comprehensive immigration reform, cities and states nationwide will follow Arizona’s lead and attempt to take federal responsibilities into their own hands.”

Immigrant workers and entrepreneurs are critical to Florida’s economy, tax base and talent pool. They represent more than 20 percent of the state’s labor force and contribute an estimated $20 billion a year in federal, state and local taxes.
 Yet immigrants are under siege from sweeping federal immigration laws that punish essential workers and talented students who contribute to our communities.

While the stated goal of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) is to target the most dangerous criminals, 90 percent of immigrant detainees picked up by local police do not fall in that category.
 Most unauthorized immigrants have worked hard and paid taxes. Many have raised U.S. citizen children and been here for years. Indeed, recent studies show that large immigrant populations actually reduce crime rates.

The new Arizona law turns local law enforcement on its head, diverting limited police resources from fighting crime to questioning people about their immigration status. Because police may detain and question anyone they “suspect” of being an unauthorized immigrant, the law invites racial profiling. It also undermines the community’s trust in local police, which deters immigrants from reporting crimes or cooperating as a witness. That’s why so many police chiefs nationwide stand against the Arizona law. 
The economic hit to Florida would be devastating, as well. Nearly a quarter of Florida's civilian workforce is foreign born.
 Growers have struggled for years to find enough legal farm workers. National estimates of unauthorized farm workers start at 50 percent and go up in big agricultural states like Florida. The state’s hospitality and healthcare industries also employ large numbers of immigrants and will suffer when anti-immigrant laws spur an exodus of immigrants. 
A number of scheduled events already have pulled out of Arizona, and Phoenix fears losing $90 million in hotel and convention business.
 Some 100,000 unauthorized immigrants left Arizona in 2008, taking their retail and housing spending with them, after another state immigration bill tightened federal restrictions.
 

Florida cannot afford an Arizona-style immigration bill, and voters should not support candidates who suggest otherwise.
About Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center

Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (FIAC) is one of the nation’s largest non-profit immigration law firms. Since its founding in 1996, FIAC has closed more than 65,000 cases. This direct service work informs its broader policy work, positioning FIAC as a powerful national advocate for immigrants’ rights and a leader in the immigration field. FIAC influences national policy; successfully litigates or otherwise challenges patterns of abuse; and takes a leading role in educating the public about the impact that immigration laws and directives have on our communities. FIAC is dedicated to protecting and promoting the basic rights of immigrants
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